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The Night of (Courts)
The Night Of is based on a BBC series of Criminal Justice. The television series has 8 number of episodes produced at Manhattan by HBO. It stars John Turturro as John Stone and Riz Ahmed as Naz Khan. The story is about a complicated New York City Murder case that intertwines with political and cultural overtones. The story starts off with an innocent naïve young Pakistan- American student caught in between a turbulent murder case of a mysterious young woman whom he had spent the night with. He is put in custody while awaiting formal arrangements. It is while he was on custody that he realized his fate not only lies on John Stone his attorney, but also a Rikers Island inmate, Freddy. 
The Crew
“The Beach” is the very first episode, part one of the “Night off”. It is important to watch it as it sets ground of what to expect and gives one the insights and the attention to keep watching the rest of the parts. The series is directed by Steven Zaillian and teleplay by Richard Price. The main characters are John stone also known as John Turturro, he is the lawyer presenting Naz Khan. A Pakistan- American college student, Riz Ahmed featuring as Naz Khan and facing murder charges in New York. Others include Bill Camp who appears as Dennis Box who is the detective working on Nasir’s Case, Michael K. Williams featuring as Knight Freddy and a very influential prisoner among others.
The Beach
Nasir also known as Naz Khan steals his father’s cab on one Friday night to go partying in a club, which was a popular party so to state. Naz Khan is a naïve young man and a student in a Pakistan- American college. He lived in Queens, Newyork. On the night of the party, a young woman whom we later recognize as Andrea, asked him to ride with him in his father’s cab. Naz Khan was charmed by her intense good looks and her intrigues, just like any other college boy would be so delighted to be on board with a beautiful charming young woman. They both engaged in a long night of hard drugs and sex and of course, Naz Khan falls into a deep sleep. Unfortunately, on waking up he found the woman in a pool of blood, dead! She had been stabbed to death in her bedroom and since they had both had one “long night” Naz Khan hardly remembered what had transpired in the night.
 Naz immediately leaves the scene, at first undetected of the murder scene. However, he was shortly arrested for minor traffic violation. Relieved that he had not been implicated with the murder, his relief was short lived. The police searched him and he was so unfortunate. The murder weapon was in his pants pockets, of which a witness had earlier given similar details of the murder weapon that matched with the description. Naz Khan all along did not want to answer his parents phone calls who were worried sick of his whereabouts. Detective Dennis Box interrogates Naz Khan for quite some time. Naz Khan on realizing the charges beforehand were serious murder crimes immediately requested for a lawyer whom he was denied. It was not until one world-weary defense attorney; John Stone heard of his case that he stepped in to represent the poor naïve young man. 
The Beach Analysis
The criminal Justice system in this part portrays more of an American Judicial System as Flawed with various dysfunctional corners to take note. For instance, Naz discovered his one night partner’s body as stabbed and she’s dead. However, he does not recall killing her, so he is not responsible for her death. Then the question that lingers in our minds is who is responsible for Andrea’s death? In this part, more emphasis is laid on Naz’s memory and what he recalls. More so, it is relates to Naz’s race where the show displays the racial nature in the courts. For example, due to his looks, he is questioned more of his American where some other person described him as “light-skinned black or Latino or could be Caucasian” It is evident that depending on one’s ethnic race, one could easily jailed and not listened to keenly than the American natives.
The Art of War
Another episode worth watching is The Art of War. While Naz was in custody, he had his arm cut off. Despite having had refused Freddy’s the prisoners help, he had to meet him again this time and accept his help within the premises. Freddy earlier is depicted as a guy who has more influences in the custody and he is the “all say in custody”.  Freddy tells Naz that he wanted to help him around due to his intelligence. Freddy beat up a prisoner in the exercise room and Naz witnessed it all, and was a bit shocked. In the meantime, Naz’s attorney attended Andrea’s burial where he learned that she had been in a rehab. Stones pay off Edgar for him to fetch him Andrea’s files. 
On the other hand, Crowe met with Naz and tried convincing him to agree to a plea bargain which was a 15year sentence of manslaughter. However, Chandra who is Crowes assistant asked him to decline the offer. During the hearing, Naz maintained his plea of innocence. At this juncture, Crowe drops the case and Chandra takes over. She however warned the Khans that the case would no longer be a pro bono. Later after the hearing, Calvin whom Naz had befriended attacked him where he finally decided to heed to Freddy’s request of protection.
The Art of War Analysis
In this episode, the murder case facts continue to unfold more in the background. Naz Khan navigates the life of an inmate in jail awaiting trial. Of course with the hardships that come along, he has to befriend one or two inmates for protection. However, we still cannot tell if he killed Andrea or someone else did. The main theme portrayed here is Naz’s decision to plead guilty of manslaughter putting an end to the trials or decline. The high profile lawyer, Alison Crowe asks him to take the deal as “we’re way past I didn’t do it”. Also, John Stones though he was fired requests him of the same. Only Chandra convinced him not to plead guilty if he was sure he did not do it. 
The court systems here are portrayed as twisted and can convince an innocent man to plead guilty in order to do away with the case. Justice in the court systems is an understatement as they are not concerned with finding out the truths. Instead, it is an arena of two competing sides with “let the best win” attitude. For instance, Naz has no true confidant issued by the courts to express his feelings and explain what really happened. What we find is everyone blaming and questioning him without wanting to know if he is truly innocent. In fact, his attorneys even qualms him that “we are way past I did not do it”
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